Teaching Multilingual CI
Children and Families



ML/ESL Families make up an
increasingly large proportion of
caseloads



Children with profound hearing loss exhibit
significant deficits/delays in mastering one spoken
language

For this reason, clinicians have been reluctant to
recommend bilingual language environments for
children with cochlear implants.

In U.S., parents of children with cochlear implants
often have been discouraged from using a

language other than English in the home.



Cochlear implants provide broader access to
spoken language code than was available to most

profoundly deaf children with HA’s

Natural, incidental learning of language possible
with CI’s, including over-hearing of conversation,
making multi-lingual skills more realistic

Children recerving CI’s at very early ages, during
peak language-learning time



Language 1s a component of
larger 1ssues of Culture:



Children in ML Group - Research
Question



Subject Characteristics



Second Languages of Subjects



Language Assessment Tools



Standardized English Language
Tests



Assessment of second language
proficiency



SOLOM Language Proficiency
Categories






SOLOM scores



Language Results



Successful Bilingual CI Children



Parent Proficiency



CI children need rich, complex
and natural models of a language
in order to learn 1t — especially
suprasegmental patterns of a
native speaker



When to Recommend Multilingual
Exposure for Child in ML Home



Possible Contraindications for
Multilingual Exposure in ML Home



Children from ESL Families



Family Counseling Pre-CI



Bllingual Family Interview- BIFI
(AM Robbins, 2003)



Assessment/Progress Monitoring



Parent-Child Therapy with ESL
Families



Coaching  Techniques



Music — Universal Tool



EXF Group — Extended Family
Member’s Language and Culture



ESL Children with CI-Summary



Recommended Resources



Additional References for this
Presentation:



